Minute 4. Matters arising. It was noted that the problem of type strains that are covered by patent protection, and therefore not being freely available for study, had been resolved by the Judicial Commission on the International Committee on Systematics of Prokaryotes [Int J Syst Evol Microbiol 58 (2008 ), 1737 -1745 Minute 16] . A. Ventosa requested corrections to some points of detail in the published minutes of the previous meeting: Minute 8, line 5, change 'housekeeping enzymes' to 'housekeeping genes'; lines 26 and 27, change '...acid from starch negative, acid from salicin negative...' to '...acid production from starch negative, acid production from salicin negative...'.
Minute 5. Subcommittee composition and function
(i) Title, purpose and scope of the subcommittee. The title of the subcommittee was discussed. The Chairman questioned whether it should be changed to reflect the subcommittee's scope more clearly; it was agreed that circumscription by order (Bacillales) or family (Bacillaceae) was unworkable, as the former would embrace groups already covered by other subcommittees whereas the latter would exclude aerobic endospore-forming genera such as those in Paenibacillaceae. Likewise, the title 'Subcommittee on the taxonomy of the genus Bacillus and other aerobic endospore-forming organisms' would imply the exclusion of closely related, but non-spore-forming, genera such as Kurthia. It was resolved that the present title be retained.
The role of the subcommittee following the publication of minimal standards was considered; it was agreed that the subcommittee would continue to have roles in revision of minimal standards as necessary, and monitoring their use. It was resolved that e-meetings should be held to address such subcommittee matters between the three-yearly, formal meetings at IUMS congresses.
(ii) Resignations and retirements. The Chairman reported that L. K. Nakamura and R. A. Slepecky had both retired and were no longer participating in subcommittee activities, so that their resignations can be assumed. A. Ventosa confirmed that there is no formal mechanism for retirement from subcommittees. It was also reported that F. G. Priest would retire from his university position in September 2008, and the Chairman undertook to ask him if he wished to continue to serve on the subcommittee.
(iii) Secretarial vacancy. The present Chairman is also acting Secretary, and a new secretary is sought. The Chairman explained that the secretary should also be considered deputy Chairman and so effectively Chairman-elect; indeed, had such a structure existed at the time of the meeting intended to be held at the IUMS Congress in San Francisco in 2005, the meeting could have taken place despite the Chairman's absence. It was resolved that, once some new members had joined the subcommittee, election for the post of secretary would be held at the next meeting of the subcommittee, planned for 2011.
(iv) New members. The Chairman reported that there were three vacancies on the subcommittee, and A. Ventosa advised that there is no statutory limit on subcommittee membership. Two names were put forward, and it was agreed that the Chairman would invite them to join the 
